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What’s happening with Guatemala missions ? 

This is the time of year when in past years a small ENT and Hearing Clinic team would be returning from a mission in the Peten 

and other volunteers would be working out the details of the upcoming January/February mission to Antigua. The Antigua team 

volunteers would have been finalized, lists of needed supplies compiled and being purchased, initial orientation materials being 

sent out, and anticipation and excitement about the mission starting to build. So, it is with a sense of loss that we are unable to 

travel to Guatemala again this winter to provide much needed services to the Mayan people there, while also renewing ac-

quaintance with our volunteer colleagues and hospital staff from previous mis-

sions, meeting new colleagues and friends, and enjoying the beauty of Anti-

gua.  

However, the decision was made for us for 2022 as Hermano Pedro Hospital 

undertakes an ambitious 3 month project to renovate and expand their operat-

ing room, recovery, and convalescent facilities. After a month of site prepara-

tion, construction began on November 6
th
 and is expected to be completed by 

the end of February 2022. They extended their thanks to the visiting teams for 

the generosity of time, trip fees, supplies, equipment, and general donations 

that we provide and have asked all teams to consider making a special gift 

towards this major project. The projected cost of the project is $821,000 USD 

or 6 million quetzals. Sixty percent of the cost of the project is being covered 

through fundraising in Guatemala by the Friends of Obras Sociales del Santo 

Hermano Pedro who run an annual raffle. Obras needs to raise the remaining 

40% or $328,000.  

The goal of the Obras Sociales is to increase surgeries at Hermano Pedro 

Hospital from 6,500 annually to 10,000 over the next 3 years. They have pro-

vided some ideas about how they can achieve this goal (e.g larger teams, two teams collaborating, adding more weeks in the 

OR schedule, local surgeons and volunteers working in the additional ORs alongside visiting teams) and have asked for our 

team’s input.  It will be an exciting and welcome change to be working in new facilities when we do return to Antigua! 

We continue to monitor the situation in Guatemala and to develop and refine the criteria we will use to decide when to return. 

According to ourworldindata.org (accessed Nov. 18, 2021), daily cases in Guatemala peaked in late August at 4,000 and have 

fallen steadily since then. However, daily testing has also fallen recently. Just over 30% of the population has received a first 

dose of vaccine and 3.5 million people are fully vaccinated.  

“Traveling to an area of low vaccination (and high Covid-19 case rates) is inherently risky…You can control the 
risk to yourself and the risk to others by ensuring you are vaccinated, wearing masks in appropriate venues, 
not traveling when symptomatic or if you have a recent exposure and getting tested frequently with antigen 
tests.” [T. Tsai, The Guardian, Sept. 12, 2021] 
 
Hermano Pedro Hospital  shut down completely for 3 months at the start of the pandemic. It gradually reopened starting with 

outpatient services and is now operating at 75% capacity. Despite the challenges of travel during Covid-19 and significant de-

crease in visiting medical teams, as of the end of September Hermano Pedro Hospital had hosted 15 international teams in 

2021.  
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Fundraising 2020/2021 

Our appeal to Medicos en Accion supporters for donations to support Hermano Pedro OR staff last year raised 

$14,605.00 USD that was sent by wire transfer in Frbruary. This donation covered the payroll costs of many 

employees over 2 months. We received a thank you  (see page 3) and a report with copies of the payroll     

receipts of the employees sponsored, which was signed by the employees.  

Looking towards 2022 

As costs increase across the board, we know that by the time we are able to return to Guatemala the cost of 

the medications, anaesthesia, surgical, and hearing clinic supplies will have increased. We’ve been thinking 

about planning a unique fundraising event that will allow us to come together virtually. Stay tuned for the e-

mail announcement coming soon!  

Mission Planning 

 
San Benito (Peten):  November 2022. Dates TBD. 

Antigua:  Friday, January 27 to Saturday, February 11, 2023 

 

Applications for 2023 will be available in April 2022. 

Brenda Uhrynuk 

Team Leader, Guatemala 





Thank you for support our colleagues at Hermano Pedro!   

Donation Receipt 

Make a difference to a life:    

 Sponsor a surgery! 

Need a great Christmas idea? 

Sponsoring a surgery costs only $80 ! 

Make your cheque payable to:   

Medicos-en-Accion Society 

Tax receipts are issued for donations supporting this project.  

Send a cheque for one or more surgeries to:  

Medicos-en-Accion Guatemala 

c/o 1431 Frontier Place 

Nanaimo, BC V9X 1P5 

1. Direct donation 

2.   Online via Canada Helps 

Find:        Apply your Donation … 

Scroll to:  Option 4 -  MeA Antigua Surgeries 

Go to: https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/medicos-en-

accion-society/ 

Canada Helps will issue your tax receipt immediately after 

your credit card transaction is processed. 

https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/medicos-en-accion-society/
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/medicos-en-accion-society/

